SAGEBRUSH CHAPTER CONSERVATION GRANT SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

All applicants must complete and submit the current funding year Sagebrush Chapter
Conservation Grant Application; no substitutions are permitted. For current grant program
information or obtain help completing the grant application contact the Program Ambassador at
Ambassador@sagebrushtu.org. Please read the following sections carefully prior to completing the
grant application.

. ELIGIBILITY
The Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant Program accepts applications submitted by non-profit and
for-profit organizations and individuals. The applicant submitting the application must be 18 years of age or
older. Applicants younger than 18 years of age must be sponsored by an individual that is 18 years or older.
The sponsor cannot be a consultant or contractor receiving funds from the grant award.

ll. TYPES OF PROJECTS AWARDED FUNDING

The Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant Program annually considers funding a variety of projects
such as; protection, restoration and conservation projects, feasibility studies, applied research, assessment,
conservation planning and education outreach activities that demonstrate a benefit to northern Nevada
coldwater fisheries. In addition, the Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant Program considers funding for
projects that propose: i) land acquisitions, water rights, and easements, ii) graduate student stipends and
contractors or consultants salaries and iii) the design, development or purchase of tools. In each instance,
however, applicants must demonstrate that these are substantially required to complete project objectives.
Awards will not be provided for: i) salary expenses for government agency personnel or non-profit
organizations staff, ii) reimbursements of expenses for partially or fully completed projects.

lll. REVIEW PROCESS

Applicants are encouraged to review the current Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant Activities
Calendar at www.SagebrushTU.org prior to preparing and submitting the grant Application.

Important Dates
Nov 1, 2009: Grant applications due by midnight.
April 1, 2009: Award notifications are provided.

Before submitting your application, and time permits prior to the submission date, the Sagebrush
Chapter Conservation Grant Program Ambassador is available at Ambassador@SagebrushTU.org to
answer any question you may have and, if you like, review your application for completeness.

Once all applications are submitted they are reviewed by the Sagebrush Chapter Project Committee
using scoring criteria that evaluate projects in the following four (4) weighted areas:

a) Conservation impact.

b) Public education and outreach.

c¢) Technical merit.

d) Opportunities for Sagebrush Trout Unlimited members to participate.

Although a proposal may not address every area completely, it is important to communicate the
strengths of your proposals in each of these areas. The applicant should consider the following when
preparing the application:
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I. CONSERVATION IMPACT (25% OF POINTS): address conservation issues that benefit northern Nevada that
may include:
a. Improvements for in-stream, riparian restoration, or watershed habitat, fishery health, water quality and
flow regimes.
b. Filling in critical knowledge gaps in water and stream management, and aquatic scientific discovery.
c. Building or strengthening constituency for coldwater conservation.
d. Management of water resources.

Il. PuBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTREACH (20% OF POINTS): consider increasing the awareness of your project’s

conservation impact to the broader community by:

a. Proposing a program that educates the general public about the importance of water quality,
conservation, and coldwater fisheries.

b. Increasing visibility of conservation to local and regional media (e.g. radio, TV, news, interest
magazines).

c. Speaking to audiences about how your project benefits the coldwater fisheries of northern Nevada.

d. Inviting, when possible, a diverse set of individuals from differing community groups and non-profit and
for-profit organizations to participate in your project.

lll. TECHNICAL MERIT (40% OF POINTS): demonstrate the feasibility and quality of your project by:

Basing the project on good science and acceptable best practices.

Proposing an appropriate work plan for the size and scope of the project.

Providing a budget that is reasonable to achieve the project goals.

Proposing a plan to measure and evaluate project outcomes.

Listing contributions and support from experts (e.g. teachers, biologist, restoration engineer, watershed

planner, policy expert, training coordinator, landowners, and government agency) needed, or have

provided contributions, to successfully complete the project.

f. Listing and providing details of efforts and resources made available by additional stakeholders needed
to successfully complete the project (e.g. conservation groups, local business, universities, lenders).

g. Providing letters of support from experts and stakeholders.

h. Defining the roles and responsibilities of the project manager and other individuals participating in the
project.

i. Listing projects and providing details as to the size and scope of projects that the applicant, sponsor
and/or principle participants have previously completed.

cop T

IV. TROUT UNLIMITED PARTICIPATION (10% OF POINTS): provide details, if appropriate, of opportunities that
Trout Unlimited may have in planning, and/or participating in the project.

V. OVERALL IMPRESSION (5% OF POINTS): discretionary points for overall importance and professionalism in
preparing the application.

The Ambassador may contact the Applicant by electronic mail during the review process to clarify
issues regarding the Application. Once the Sagebrush Chapter Project Committee has reviewed and ranked
all submitted projects, projects are presented to the general Sagebrush Chapter membership for
consideration. Although the Sagebrush Chapter may not fund all projects submitted within a single funding
year, an attempt will be made to fund projects from a diverse set of project types and applicants. If a project
is not funded, the applicant may elect to resubmit the project proposal in the next funding year; however, it is
the applicant’s responsibility to re-submit the project proposal using the Sagebrush Chapter Conservation
Grant Application for funding year that the grant is submitted. All applicants are notified by electronic mail of
the project funding status. In addition, a brief description of funded projects and funding levels are published
on the Sagebrush Chapter website.

Proposals selected for funding will receive and require a signed Sagebrush Chapter Conservation
Grant Contract prior to the release of funds. Please obtain a current Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant
Application from SagebrushTU.org. If you have any questions in completing the Application please contact
the program ambassador at Ambassador@SagebrushTU.org.
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Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant Program 2009

Trout Unlimited Sagebrush Chapter 2009
Conservation Grant Program Application

CONTACT INFORMATION & SIGNATURES FORM
Applicant Name: Elizabeth Scott, The Nature Conservancy in Nevada

(first and last name)

Applicant Signature:

1 E. First Street, Ste 1007, Reno, Nevada, 89501
Address:

(street, city, state, zip)

775.322.4990 escott@tnc.org

Phone / Cell Number: Email Address:

Sponsor Name: N/A

(if under the age of 18, provide sponsor first and last name, sponsor cannot be a paid consultant)

Sponsor Signature:
Address:
(street, city, state, zip)
Phone / Cell Number: Email Address:
PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Title: Wild Lahontan Cutthroat Trout Enhancement Project

Project Location: Independence Lake, California

(e.g. stream, river, lake, watershed, city, state, GPS coordinates)

Requested Amount: $10,000
(from attached budget worksheet)
Project Start Date: Spring 2010 End Date: December 2010

Please check the conservation strategy that best fits your project:

|:| Protect (Public lands policy, land trust partnership, Defense from unwise development etc.)
XD Reconnect (Passage barrier removal, In-stream flow enhancement etc.)

D Restore (Watershed and habitat restoration projects efc.)

D Sustain (Conservation education, trout in the classroom etc. )

Have you previously received Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant funding?

Project Title Year Funded

1. | N/A
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Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant Program 2009

PROPOSAL (Reference and electronically append to the application any additional information, maps, pictures, diagrams, contracts
and letters of intent and support. Contract or expand each section below as needed.)

l. SUMMARY — (In 350 words or less, provide a brief and concise summary that includes the name and description of the project,
purpose of the project, goals, objectives, proposed actions or methods, anticipated scope of impact, partners, project exceptional merits,
matching funds, and amount requested.)

The Nature Conservancy in Nevada and key partners have joined together to restore native and wild Lahontan
cutthroat trout and protect the ecosystem of Independence Lake, California one of only two remaining
strongholds for this threatened species. In 2010, the team will implement the Wild Lahontan Cutthroat Trout
Enhancement Project, one of four identified projects aimed to protect the lake’s Lahontan Cutthroat Trout
(LCT) population. Beginning in the fall 2010, The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and partners will remove an existin,
non-functioning weir and restore an associated cut bank that currently threatens the key spawning stream for
LCT.

Over the past year, scientific and management insights have identified the need to remove an historic, non-
functioning weir and restore the associated downstream cut bank at Upper Independence Creek located at the
northern end of Independence Lake. The cut bank is a site of high erosion that exceeds natural levels of erosion
in a stream channel of this size. The eroding bank is causing harm to in-stream cutthroat trout habitat through
sedimentation of spawning gravels and depletion of cover and resting habitat. By fall 2010, restoration designs,
permitting and construction will be complete. The Nature Conservancy’s key partners in this project include US
Geological Survey, Truckee River Watershed Council and The California Department of Fish and Game and the
US Forest Service.

The Nature Conservancy in Nevada respectfully requests the assistance of Trout Unlimited, Sagebrush Chapter
in the amount of $10,000 in support of the Wild LCT Enhancement Project toward a total project cost of
$166,220. Of the remaining projects costs, $140,000 in cash and in-kind services have been secured from The
California Department of Fish and Game and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. Requests are pending
with International Game Technology (IGT), Patagonia’s World Trout Initiative, and Bella Vista Foundation. An
additional request to The Bretzlaff Foundation will be submitted later this month.
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Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant Program 2009

Il. BACKGROUND — (Describe the issue or opportunity being addressed. If applicable describe the project location, including name of
water body and salmonoid species. Show how this issue or opportunity has benefit to northern Nevada. If this project has received
funding previously, provide a brief progress update.)

Located in the uppermost reaches of the Truckee River watershed, Independence Lake is one of the few lakes in
the Sierra Nevada that has experienced no fish extinctions. However, its flagship species, the native Lahontan
cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus clarki henshawi), is now absent in 99 percent of its historical range due primarily
to predation and competition from non-native fish. The native Lahontan cutthroat trout is on the federal
government’s list of threatened species. Independence Lake is the sole location in the Sierra Nevada and one of
only two locations in the world that supports a wild, self-sustaining lake population of this species, though the
population in Independence Lake is also in decline.

Independence Lake is a rare fish refuge and the only lake in the Lahontan drainage (the watersheds of the
Carson, Humboldt, Truckee, and Walker Rivers) that still has its full complement of native fishes. The 40 species
of fish native to Sierra lakes and rivers have experienced drastic declines due to the introduction of non-native
fish, dam construction, and watershed alterations. The lake supports seven species of native fish: the Lahontan
cutthroat trout, Lahontan lake tui chub, Lahontan speckled dace, Lahontan redside, mountain whitefish, Paiute
sculpin, and Tahoe sucker.

Since the early 1940s, this lake and surrounding woodlands have been owned by NV Energy, formerly Sierra
Pacific Power Company. The Conservancy is now under contract to purchase 2,325 acres of forested land that
surround the lake with a planned date to close the transaction of May 2010. In 1997, the US Geological Survey
began researching and monitoring the fish populations of Independence Lake.

In the 1970’s California Department of Fish and Game constructed a weir in Upper Independence Creek (LCT’s
primary spawning stream) for fishery management purposes. This weir was destroyed by high storm water
flows years ago and the remains of the weir are causing disruptions to the natural geomorphic and hydrologic
patterns in the creek. Please see attached photographs (Attachment #1)

I1l. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES - (Describe the project purpose, objectives, goals and benefit to northern Nevada.)

The purpose of the Wild Lahontan Cutthroat Trout Enhancement Project is to improve the conditions in Upper
Independence Creek for spawning LCT and thus increase the overall population. This project is one of four in
2010 that support the long-term conservation outcome at Independence Lake of increasing the number of
spawning adult LCT from the current number of about 175 adults annually to 500 — 1,000 adults annually.

The project has two main goals and objectives:
e Remove the old, non-functioning fish weir to restore natural hydrology of Upper Independence Creek.
e Restore 80-feet of cutbank to reduce sedimentation in Upper Independence Creek.

A thriving, self-sustaining population of LCT is important to northern Nevada’s ecological heritage as one of its
remaining native fishes. It also has important cultural value. Many travel to Nevada to fish for the “world-
famous” LCT at Pyramid Lake. Photos at the ranger station at Pyramid Lake depict celebrities like Clark Gable
and Calvin Coolidge fishing for large LCT. Pyramid Lake Paiute tribes once relied heavily on the LCT for dietary
needs. The water in Independence Lake is also important to northern Nevada as a source of water for the
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Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant Program 2009
Truckee Meadows during drought. The purchase of Independence Lake, presents The Nature Conservancy with

the opportunity to craft a public access plan that seeks and demonstrates balance between man and preserving
nature.

IV. WORK PLAN - (Describe in detail the activities and/or technical or scientific methods used to complete the project. Provide a
project schedule detailing project activities and milestones - include timeframes for planning, obtaining permits, permission for land
access, etc. Describe the role and qualification of volunteers, consultants and contractors. Describe the role and matching efforts of
partners and stakeholders. Include a methodology and indicators to objectively measure project outcomes. Provide a plan to disseminate
the benefits of the project to the general public).

Scientific and management insights that emerged over the past two years identified the need to remove an
historic (and non-functioning) weir and associated downstream cutbank. The 80-feet of cutbank is a site of high
erosion on the outside of a meander bend. The height of the bank and the degree of erosion exceeds natural
levels of erosion in a stream channel of this size, and the eroding bank is causing harm to in-stream cutthroat
trout habitat through sedimentation of spawning gravels and depletion of cover and resting habitat.

Work Plan:
By Spring 2010, The Nature Conservancy and partners will:

e Complete design plan development. Blue Line Consulting, who have conducted a complete
hydrologic analysis of the lake, will complete a design plan for the cutbank restoration.

e Submit and receive permits from relevant local, state and federal agencies. TNC partner, Truckee
River Watershed Council will create and manage all necessary permitting for the weir removal and
cutbank restoration.

e Secure approval from the Truckee Meadows Water Authority and the California Division of Safety of
Dams. Truckee River Watershed Council will also drive restoration plans through the approval
process.

e Secure necessary funding. The Nature Conservancy, as lead partner at Independence Lake, will
secure all necessary funding to complete the project. The chart below exhibits the source, amount
and status of matching funds for the project.

Source Amount Status
California Department of Fish and Game $80,000 Cash, in-hand
California Department of Fish and Game $40,000 In-kind
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation $20,000** | Cash, in-hand, letter of support attached
Bella Vista Foundation $5,000 Cash, verbal approval, letter in transit
Patagonia Wild Trout Initiative $12,000 Cash, application pending
IGT $10,000 Cash, application pending
The Bretzlaff Foundation $10,000 Cash, application to be submitted
November 2009
Trout Unlimited — Sagebrush Chapter $10,000 Requested

** Available to match Trout Unlimited request.
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Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant Program 2009

By late-Fall 2010, The Nature Conservancy and partners will:

e Remove all traces of the historic and non-functioning weir, including steel, lumber, concrete, rebar,
cyclone fencing, and rip-rap. The Nature Conservancy will hire a contractor service to conduct this
activity.

e Restore the associated downstream cut bank by regarding the streambank and constructing a log
revetment to stop the erosive process that exceeds a natural range of variation. The Nature
Conservancy will hire a contractor service to conduct this activity.

e Improve spawning habitat for Lahontan cutthroat trout in the affected area of stream channel with
the log revetment. The Nature Conservancy will hire a contractor service to conduct this activity.

e Improve cover habitat for Lahontan cutthroat trout in the affected area of stream channel. The
Nature Conservancy will conduct this activity.

e Use natural materials so that as the project naturally degrades or the stream channel changes, only

natural materials will be revealed. The Nature Conservancy will conduct this activity.

With the research and monitoring assistance of USGS, The Nature Conservancy will be able to determine the
success of our restoration work to assist with the recovery of the LCT population. Success will also be
measured through improved hydrologic patterns and less sedimentation in the creek. Dissemination of these
results will be handled by the Conservancy in a variety of ways. An annual or semi-annual report will be
provided to those providing financial support to the project. These reports could be more widely distributed to
stakeholder groups and partners. Additionally, some results may lead to additional press coverage as we aim to
share conservation successes with the general public.

Volunteer opportunities associated with the weir removal and cut bank restoration will be limited. However,
greater opportunities are available to support some of the other projects within the Wild Lahontan Cutthroat
Trout Enhancement Project happening in 2010. Hands-on activities for Trout Unlimited would likely entail
assisting USGS rare fish biologists with the eradication of brook trout and research and monitoring activities
with the LCT and other fishes.

The Nature Conservancy is developing plans for sharing the conservation and ecology stories of Independence
Lake through a variety of mediums including public outreach through stakeholder groups and a focused media
plan. TNC will develop key messages to educate the general public about invasive species, water quality,
healthy forests and habitat among others. TNC will seek to utilize its website, newsletters, magazine and
signage at the lake to communicate with the public. At the completion of the purchase of Independence Lake
in Spring 2010, The Conservancy will engage national, regional and local media outlets to relate the importance
of conservation with a celebration/press event. The celebration will engage and educate press, contributors,
and government officials as well as recognize the contributions of key stakeholders with activities and
speeches. The Nature Conservancy also plans to hold a less formal gathering of stakeholders involved in
supporting “on-the-ground” restoration and public access planning at Independence Lake. Throughout the
project, the Conservancy and partners engage with a wide variety of groups include federal, state and county

governments in Nevada and California as well as nonprofit organizations, corporations and public utilities. To
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date, conservation staff and partners have presented at University of California, Berkeley Sagehen Research
Station, The Nature Conservancy in California, and Trout Unlimited, Sagebrush Chapter.
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Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant Program 2009

V. BUDGET- (Using the Sections below, be as specific as possible when describing your project expenses. Include the project total
amount and the amount that is being requested from the Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant Program. Projects requesting grant
funding for more than $1000 must be matched with in-kind funding or effort. These include, cash gifts, personnel costs and costs of
materials and services. Identify all other contributors and indicate type and amount of matched funding.)

SECTION 1 MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT - (Identify and provide justification for specific materials and/or equipment necessary

to complete the project. Costs are estimated according to average market value of the equipment. If cost effective, rentals should be
considered.)

ITEM DESCRIPTION USE IN PROJECT CoSsTS

SECTION 2 VOLUNTEER & PROFESSIONAL LABOR- (Provide a description and role in the project of all sources of volunteer and
professional services. The hourly rate for volunteers is $20.75/hour ( the professional hourly rate can be donated at market rates.)

CosTs
ITEM VOLUNTEER & PROFESSIONAL ROLE IN PROJECT RATE HRs. (RATE X HOUR)

Page 7




Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant Program 2009

SECTION 3 PERSONNEL / CONSULTANT FEES - (Provide a detailed description of the work to be performed by
personnel/consultants, basis for their fees, time spent on the project and total fees. Salary expenses for Government agency personnel
or non-profit organization staffs are not eligible for funding.)

PROJECT
ITEM PERSONNEL/CONSULTANTS DESCRIPTION AND ROLE HRs. TOTAL FEES
PROGRAM TRUCKEE RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL TO MANAGE THE PROJECT AND
MANAGER PREPARE ENVIRNOMENTAL PERMITS. 310 $12,400
PROJECT THE NATURE CONSERVANCY FOR PROJECT OVERSIGHT, MANAGEMENT
MANAGER OF PARTNERS AND CONTRACTORS. $4,000

SECTION 4 CONTRACTS - (Provide a detailed description of all work to be completed by contract, include selection criteria, type of
contract, deliverables, time frame and costs.)

ITEM DESCRIPTION OF CONTRACT AMOUNT

RESTORATION

DESIGN WORK | BLUE LINE CONSULTING TO COMPLETE DESIGN PLAN FOR BANK RESTORATION $5,000
MOBILIZATION, CLEARING AND GRUBBING, DEMOLITION AND DISPOSAL,

REMOVAL OF EXCAVATION, CONSTRUCT LOG REVETMENT, COIR FABRIC AND ROLL, SOD

WEIR, BANK SALVAGE AND PLACEMENT, ROCK, TEMPORARY BMPS, DIVERSION/DEWATERING,

STABILIZATION | REVEGETATION, MAINTENANCE. $144,220

SECTION 5 OTHER EXPENSES - (Provide a detailed description and costs of all other expenses associated with the project.)

ITEM DESCRIPTION cosT
PERMIT FILING
FEES STATE OF CALIFORNIA 401 CERTIFICATION AND NPDES PERMITS $1,000
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Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant Program 2009

SECTION 6 FUNDING

ToTAL PROJECT CosTs = $166,220
AMOUNT QUALIFIED FOR 1 TO 1 MATCHED FUNDING = $20,000
FUNDING REQUESTED = $10,000

SUBMITTING APPLICATION

The applicant should review the Application Checklist to verify that the Application has been completed
correctly; all reference materials attached and original signatures provided.

This Application and all support materials MUST be submitted electronically to the Sagebrush Chapter
Conservation Program Ambassador at Ambassador@SagebrushTU.org by midnight November 1, 2009
(as indicated by the electronically mail time stamp).

Late applications will not be accepted.

The Contact Information and Signatures Form (first page) with original signatures MUST be faxed to
1-866-611-9240. Upon receipt of the Application all applicants will be notified by electronic mail within
three (3) days that the Sagebrush Chapter Conservation Grant Application and Contact Information and
Signature Form have been received.

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

L]
L]

O O

Contact the Conservation Grant Program Ambassador if any additional information is needed.

Complete the Contact Information & Signature Form and provide signatures for applicant and sponsor if
under the age of 18.

Fax the Contact Information & Signature Form prior to the application deadline.
Complete each section of the grant application emphasizing the qualities of your project.

Complete the grant budget — provide realistic dollar amounts that represent the size and scope of your
project.

Follow the Submitting Application Instructions (above) to submit your application.

The Sagebrush Chapter of Trout Unlimited would like to thank you for your effort and time in

preparing and submitting this project application. Projects like this can make a difference in the world
we live in today and for generations to come. We look forward to reviewing your proposal and giving it
the highest consideration.
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Attachment #1. Cut bank and non-functioning fish weir in Upper
Independence Creek, Independence Lake, California

This downstream cut bank erodes
outside a natural range of variance
into LCT habitat.

This old fish weir disrupts natural
hydrology of the creek.



Attachment #2: Matching Support Letter
from National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

From: info@nfwf.org [mailto:info@nfwf.org]

Sent: Friday, June 26, 2009 12:46 PM

To: bchristman@truckeeriverwc.org

Cc: Barrett.Bohnengel@nfwf.org; Megan.Oliver@nfwf.org;
Kenita.Calhoun@nfwf.org

Subject: National Fish & Wildlife Foundation Award Notification -
Project

#2179

Dear Beth Christman:

We are pleased to advise you that the Board of Directors of the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation has approved a grant of $50,000
to the Truckee River Watershed Council to support the Independence Lake
Lahontan Cutthroat Trout Restoration (CA) project. This grant is
provided on the condition that these funds will be matched by $200,000
in contributions raised by the Truckee River Watershed Council. All
matching contributions must be non-federal donations, contributed
specifically for the project.

Kenita Calhoun will be generating a grant agreement and will contact
you with any questions. The Board and staff of the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation wish you the best of luck with your project.

Sincerely,

The National Fish & Wildlife Foundation

from California Department of Fish and Game

The Nature Conservancy has requested a letter of support from William
Somer, Senior Fisheries Biologist, California Department of Fish and
Game. This letter will be forwarded to TU as soon as it is received.



TRUCKEE RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL

PO Box 8568

Truckee, CA 96161

Ph: 530-550-8760

Fax: 530-550-8761
www.truckeeriverwc.org

Randel Stevens

Program Ambassador

Sagebrush Chapter, Trout Unlimited
550 W. Plumb Lane, Suite B-237
Reno, NV 89509

October 27, 2009
Dear Mr. Stevens:

As a partner in the effort to conserve the Lahontan cutthroat trout and other native fishes at
Independence Lake, Truckee River Watershed Council (TRWC) strongly supports the
proposal being submitted to Trout Unlimited by The Nature Conservancy.

TRWC was founded to protect and restore the water quality and the biological resources of
the Truckee River. We identify, coordinate, fund, and implement restoration and
preservation projects related to the health, beauty, and economy of the watershed. The
proposed Independence Lake project fits directly with our organization’s goals.

TRWC is working closely with the U.S. Geological Survey, California Department of Fish and
Game, U.S. Forest Service, TNC and consulting engineers on all aspects of Lahontan
cutthroat recovery and habitat restoration at Independence Lake. Removal of the old weir
on Independence Creek and stabilizing the cut-bank are important actions needed to protect
the integrity of upper Independence Creek and habitat for this threatened trout species.

TRWC will continue to work with the design consultants, Blue Line Consulting, to help refine
the project design plan and to secure the necessary regulatory permits by next fall. There
is a well-coordinated team working on Lahontan cutthroat trout recovery at Independence
Lake, and we are enthusiastic that the Sagebrush Chapter of TU might join our efforts.

TRWC appreciates that you are considering this proposal.
Sincerely,

Beth Christman Iy
Director of Restoration Programs
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Attachment #1.  Cut bank and non-functioning fish weir in Upper Independence Creek, Independence Lake, California

This downstream cut bank erodes outside a natural range of variance into LCT habitat.







This old fish weir disrupts natural hydrology of the creek. 












Attachment #2:  Matching Support Letter 

from National Fish and Wildlife Foundation


-----Original Message-----


From: info@nfwf.org [mailto:info@nfwf.org]


Sent: Friday, June 26, 2009 12:46 PM


To: bchristman@truckeeriverwc.org


Cc: Barrett.Bohnengel@nfwf.org; Megan.Oliver@nfwf.org; Kenita.Calhoun@nfwf.org


Subject: National Fish & Wildlife Foundation Award Notification - Project


#2179


Dear Beth Christman:


We are pleased to advise you that the Board of Directors of the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation has approved a grant of $50,000 to the Truckee River Watershed Council to support the Independence Lake Lahontan Cutthroat Trout Restoration (CA) project.  This grant is provided on the condition that these funds will be matched by $200,000 in contributions raised by the Truckee River Watershed Council.  All matching contributions must be non-federal donations, contributed specifically for the project.


Kenita Calhoun will be generating a grant agreement and will contact you with any questions.  The Board and staff of the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation wish you the best of luck with your project.


Sincerely,


The National Fish & Wildlife Foundation

from California Department of Fish and Game


The Nature Conservancy has requested a letter of support from William Somer, Senior Fisheries Biologist, California Department of Fish and Game.  This letter will be forwarded to TU as soon as it is received.






